
Religious Studies Learning Outcomes and Performance Objectives for Secondary                    

                                Schools within the Fall River Diocese 

Students graduating from a Fall River Diocesan High School will be able to:

Domain:  Dogmatic Theology

Topic: Christology

1. Identify Jesus Christ as the Incarnation of God: True Man and True God.

2. Explore the fullness of revelation about Jesus as: Second Person of the Trinity, Messiah, Christ, Son of God, Son of Man, Son of David, Word of God, The Way, the Truth and the Life.

3. Define the Paschal Mystery and demonstrate how our participation in it brings us from death to new life in God.

· Students will reflect, either verbally or in writing, on their own lived experience of the Paschal Mystery. 

· Students will discuss grace-filled moments during times of struggle or difficulty.

4. Name the major events in Jesus’ life and identify how they make known his identity and salvific work.

5. Identify the major teachings of Jesus and apply to their lives.

· Students will create a strategy whereby each Beatitude is applied to various challenges of today.

· Students will critique the contradictions which exist between modern culture and the teachings of Jesus.

6. Identify gospel values and the gifts of the Holy Spirit and examine their role in the life of the Christian.

· Students will identify within their own lives, those who demonstrate various gifts of the Holy Spirit, and/or interview and write a report on a person who has impacted their lives

· Students will write a reflective essay describing how the Gospel has been manifested in actions within their school environment

7. Explore how the parables and miracles reveal and establish the Kingdom of God.

Topic:  Ecclesiology

1. Explore the origins of the early Church as found in the Great Commission and 

      Pentecost.

2. Describe the Church as one, holy, catholic and apostolic.

3. Discuss the nature, origin, and impact of heresy on the Church and its response to it.

4. Recognize the role of the Papacy and its development within the Church.

5. Examine the magisterial role of the Church as a moral and spiritual guide.

6. Explore ways the Church is the “Universal Sacrament of Salvation”.

7. Define the Church as the People of God and examine various models of Church.

· Assess the models of Church most prevalent in their own faith community.

· Reflect on which model of Church the world is most in need of today, and how they could personally contribute to the living out of that particular model of Church.

8. Articulate ways the Church continues the work of Christ.

9. Survey the major events and peoples in the history of the Church.

· Choose a key person or event and discuss how that person or event continues to impact and influence the Church today.

· Identify the historical development of the Church’s creed, code and ritual.

10. Analyze the development of doctrine, especially in light of Church councils, with particular attention to the doctrine of Trinity, Incarnation and Resurrection.

11. Compare the various levels of Church: domestic, local and global.

· Describe how the mission of Christ is fulfilled today in the domestic, local and global Church.

· Identify a plan to strengthen the faith within one’s family.

· Reflect on the persons who have had the greatest impact on their own faith development. 

12. Summarize Vatican II’s teachings on ecumenism.

Topic: Sacraments

1. Identify Jesus as the primary sacrament of God and the Church as the sacrament of Jesus.

2. Discuss the meaning and importance of the sacramental principle.

· Through a personal reflection, express how all the sacraments are encounters with the risen Christ.

· Discuss times in one’s life when you have been particularly aware of God’s grace and presence in both the big and little moments of life.

· Creatively discuss how we can be bearers of Christ to the world.

3. Explore the role of signs and symbols in the sacraments.

4. Investigate the history, theology and scriptural background for the seven Sacraments.

5. Define grace and differentiate between actual and sanctifying grace.

6. Explain how sacraments communicate God’s grace and loving presence.

7. Defend the real presence of the Eucharist.

· Explore and distinguish the theological teachings on Eucharist held by other denominations. 

· Explain the proper attitudinal disposition and manner of reception for meeting Christ in the Eucharist.

· Reflect on the need for God in our lives, and in the world at this particular moment in time.

· Share how they have encountered Christ in the Eucharist.

8. Investigate the Sacraments of Initiation, Healing and Vocation with a look to the Sacraments historical background and theological meaning.

9. Develop an appreciation and respect for the centrality of the Mass within the life of Catholics.

10. Examine the Mass as the central communal worship of Catholics.

11. Articulate how the celebration of the Mass unifies and nourishes Catholics so that they might enflesh Christ in their lives.

Topic:  Faith

1. Recognize the Nicene Creed as the foundation of Catholic faith.

· Explain, using one’s own words, the key truths of our faith using the Nicene Creed.

· Explore the mystery of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

· Explain the Christian concepts of grace, sin and free will.

· Explore the Church’s teachings on heaven and hell.

· Examine the role of Mary and her role as the Mother of God with special attention paid to the Immaculate Conception and her Assumption.

· Explain the Church’s teachings on the communion of saints.

· Explore salvation history as it culminates in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

2. Differentiate between doctrine and dogma 

· Using the Nicene Creed, identify key Catholic dogmas.

3. Define and distinguish between faith, religious faith and religion

4. Appreciate and express the central place of Trinity, Incarnation, Resurrection, Ascension, Pentecost, Paschal Mystery, the Beatitudes, the Parables, and the Kingdom of God within the teachings of the Church.

5. Articulate the dignity of all human persons as children of God and explore the meaning of our universal call to holiness.

· Discuss and explore the meaning of the cardinal and theological virtues.

· Recall the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes and the Golden Rule and their connection to moral living.

· Investigate and apply the teachings of the Church on social justice to contemporary social issues of today.

6. Review and clarify the two main sources of Revelation/Deposit of Faith: Tradition and the Sacred Scriptures.

7. Articulate the nature of divine revelation

8. Appreciate Sacred Scripture as the inspired Word of God

Domain:  Sacred Scripture

Topic: The Bible

1. Develop a Catholic working perspective of the Bible and its place in our faith as expressed in the Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation.

· Articulate that the Bible is the living Word of God and continues to speak to the world today

· Discuss the differences and the continuity between the Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian Testament.

· Trace the development of the Bible.

· Distinguish between a fundamentalist and contextualist reading of scripture.

· Apply the tools necessary for properly interpreting scripture using a working knowledge of the following concepts:  literary form and style, the intent of the writer, and historical context, religious themes and symbolism.

· Explain the role of oral tradition in the development of Scripture.

· Recognize the divine commission and role of the Church in guiding its members in interpreting the Word of God.

· Identify the basic structures of the Hebrew Scriptures: Pentateuch, Historical Writings, Prophetic Writings and Wisdom Literature.

Topic:  Hebrew Scriptures/Old Testament

2. Explore the key concepts of the Hebrew Scriptures:  covenant, messianic prophecy, creation and de-creation, dignity of the human person, morality, salvation, sin, grace and the fall, revelation, development of the Kingdom.

3. Discuss the role of the patriarchs, kings and prophets in salvation history.

4. Investigate the moral teachings found within the Hebrew Scriptures through an examination of the stories of creation and de-creation, the Decalogue and the writings of the Prophets, in particular, although not exclusively limited to these.

5. Illustrate an understanding of the concept of covenant.

· Investigate the significance of the key covenants of the Hebrew Scriptures:  Abrahamic, Noahic, Sinai and Davidic.

· Compare and contrast the differences between contracts and covenants and give examples of these differences.

· Describe a covenant relationship within one’s own life.

· In response to the faithfulness of God, give examples of how to keep a covenant relationship alive.

6. Examine the significance of the Passover within the Jewish as well as the Christian Tradition.

· Express the meaning of sacrifice as found within the Hebrew scriptures.

· Reflect on how God extends mercy to God’s children, or more specifically to you.

· Discuss or write about how your experience of God’s mercy enabled you to show mercy to others.

Topic:  Christian Testament

1. Recall the historical facts of Jesus’ life.

· Using the Gospels trace the life of Christ from birth to ascension

· Discuss the four Gospels with reference to their authorship, the community for which they were written, and their central themes. 

· Analyze the similarities and differences between each Gospel.

· Examine in detail the content and message of all four Gospels.

· Identify and give examples of how Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament messianic prophecies

2. Examine the divine dimension of Jesus as true God and true man.

· Articulate the salvific mission of Christ.

· Using one’s own word, express what it means to profess, that Christ is fully God and fully man.

3. Explain the significance of Jesus’ miracles, teachings and parables.

· Reflect upon the small and big miracles of life, and comment how they express God’s goodness and love.

· Discuss how we cooperate with God in bring about these small and big miracles in everyday life.

· Apply the teachings of Jesus to concrete experiences of everyday life.

· Using the parables, apply lessons learned from the parables to concrete situations of today.

4. Explore and articulate the central themes of the Gospels, in particular.

· Define the meaning of the Paschal Mystery.

· Explain the significance of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection by recognizing moments of Paschal Mystery in one’s own life or another’s life.

· Identify Jesus as the Lamb of God who redeems and saves us through his blood.

· Explain how the Eucharistic sacrifice is the salvific continuation of Christ’s redemptive act in our daily lives.

· Explain the full meaning of Jesus’ death on the cross for humanity.

5. Explore Jesus’ teachings on the Kingdom of God as the foundation of his ministry.

· Explain the meaning of the Kingdom of God.

· Discuss the significance of the Kingdom of God in today’s world.

· Reflect on how we positively or negatively impact the building of God’s Kingdom on earth.

6. Review the teachings of Jesus.

· Express ways our Baptism calls us to bring Christ into the world through an on-going conversion to Christ, and an openness to God’s people.

· Express ways we can live out Jesus’ message to love God, neighbor, enemy, and self, more fully.

7. Investigate the origins of the Church in the Great commission and Pentecost.

Domain: Moral Theology

Topic:  Christian Morality

1.  Describe what constitutes Christian morality.

· Define morality, sin and love.

· Explore the teachings of Jesus and His Church in order to identify the central components of Catholic Christian morality.

· Investigate how moral living is a necessary response to one’s baptismal call.

· Investigate how being moral makes one fully human on all levels; relationally, spiritually, emotionally, physically, intellectually.

· Defend reasons why one should live a moral life.

      2.  Determine the role of conscience in the moral decision making process.

· Investigate various threats to the development of a moral character.

· Identify and map the stages of moral development.

· Define sin and describe how sin negatively affects relationship with God, neighbor and self.

· Identify the healing effects and power of Reconciliation and God’s merciful forgiveness to transform one into a friend of God. 

· Develop a plan for making moral decisions rooted in Gospel values and guided by the teachings of the Catholic Church.

3.   Contrast and compare the world’s view of morality with the Church’s.

· Analyze contemporary social issues based on scriptural and traditional moral principles and virtues.

· Compare and contrast popular and religious notions of freedom and responsibility.

· Outline biblical and magisterial teachings on the value and worth of the human person.

· Defend the Church’s Consistent Life Ethic in regards to particular issues such as euthanasia, capital punishment and abortion.

· Articulate and apply the basic principles of Catholic social teaching to contemporary injustices of today.

Domain:  Spiritual Theology

Topic: Prayer and Spirituality

1. Identify various ways that adolescents feel connected to the sacred.

· Explore the growth and development of one’s faith, from birth to the present, paying special attention to those persons who have brought you to a fuller realization of God and God’s love.

2. Define faith.

· Recognize that faith is a living, on-going process of conversion and commitment to Christ.

· Articulate how one maintains one’s connection to God in real and practical ways.

3. Define prayer as one necessary way to develop and maintain a relationship with God.

· Review and discuss the prayer life of Jesus.

· Examine and utilize various forms of prayer.

4. Explore the universal call to holiness rooted in our baptismal call.

· Explore how saints are models for holy living.

5. Explore ways that Catholic live out their call to holiness.

· Discuss how active participation in the Mass and the Sacraments strengthens us in holiness.

· Reflect on the commandments and the beatitudes as ways to strengthen us in holiness.

· Examine how living out the theological and cardinal virtues can strengthen us in holiness.

· Explain how daily prayer draws us closer to God.

· Investigate how moral living, and attention to the needs of all God’s family strengthens us in holiness.

· Recognize the role of the Holy Spirit in striving for holiness.

6. Explore the role of prayerful discernment in the Christian life.

· Identify the meaning of vocation and discuss the particular lifestyles to which God calls his people.

· Reflect upon which vocation God is calling you to.

· Discuss the skills and choices that social research and the Church have discovered to be influential in establishing and maintaining healthy and permanent loving relationships.

· Articulate how committed discipleship calls us to live as Jesus did, in every area and moment of our lives.
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